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futt Frofessr Deporiment of Peycholugy M. . 1 %4 450+ Colleze. (e (g,

Abstracs
Ul TRy SIEZCR B tvpe piogturilistie ond vigloratize in rnature tht Iries 1y wmderstand
WIS 3 G rik s i setting 1rinazh intersiey

ing. zeriatin, “lhrnzraphy, participant
ot i a7 L 7 P A — A ¥ g - . . . .
j PPIENT SuE It i TTHLR, f’i”-,'/’;-.fhfzﬁ'-"f Irz sutjectie experienzes &j il B
© R IeLnir 1t Fypeahegis is refined and develiped during the process. This may ke
f fusngir of 22 o Fostoms

P emergend approach Hopttzses begin 1, emerge. which are
2 of further expariences Dudlittive sampling requires sampling of
PO, abe con comtribuzs rich information -,

Legaxs szegiing of intormotion vrees ie paopls,
sy wred rey

umed ZFatvsy tre deg
FEFLr-a2 partic 152 study. It alsy regquires
Places. evomts, tpe: of dara The
eareh designs cre Comparcatse Design und Tringulate Design. The
G it dome wing the msthods of Comtent / thematic analysis, Grounded Theory in
Piychchogy.  Discarsive FPsyetdozy / Discorse analysis. Narrative Psychology  and
Prevmencdogicod Psyerdlozy method: such oz mtzrpretative phenomenological analysis .
Ay mords: (ualiscaiee resecorch, Sutjective Experiences, bottom up approach
Ozalitative Researeh in Psycholozy: “Nor everything that counts can be counted
d n everything that con be cownsed counts.” The quote of Albert Einstein catches
Tie essemce of and importance of Qualitative Research, Nomman Denzin and Yvonna
L S define gualitative researchers as people who usually work in the ‘real’ world of
med experience, often in 2 natural setting, rather then a laboratory based experimental
gpproach. The qualitative researcher tries to make sense of social phenomena and the
meznings people bring to them (Denzin & Lincoln, 2000). Qualitative Research is a
resezrch whose findings are not amived at by statistical or other quantitative procedures
that begins with more general open-ended questions and moves towards greater precision
23 more information emerges and thus pre-defined variables are not identified in advance.

It is more Naturalistic and Explorative in nature,

The gozls of Qualitative Research are to
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iour in a natural setting
: :::::::::: : (::ll::z:re;noz from the pchPEC“V.C of the .”350*" f«;h Participan
® Understand the meanings people give to their cxpem.ence. tattemprs 1 g4 tis y,
using naturalistic methods—interviewing, observation, ethnography, pa”icipan,
i d focus groups.

] ::sdct:::::; asr;mplc :udied, rather than generalizing from the Sample i
population. However, the results of qualitative research car-l t?e ?Ppllcd 1 o
settings—as long as the reader of the research understands the limitations

It is acknowledged that the researcher is an integral part of the process anq who ma
reflect on her/his own influence and experience in the research process. The Qualiiz,
Instead he puts himself i, the positioy of

rstand how the world is from that person;

research accepts that researcher is not ‘neutral’.
the participant or ‘'subject’ and attempts to unde

perspective. The quantitative approach states the hypothesis from the outset, (je. 2'lgp

rch the hypothesis or research questiop j;

further experiences €8 people’s narratives. [t may be helpful to think of qualitative

with its data from in-

end. At the centre

research as situated at one end of g continuum

depth inten'iews, and
with uantitative ‘measurable‘ data at the other
q

-point of this continuun

May rest such data as content analysis and questionnaire TeSponses transformed from the
written or spoken word into numerical ‘codes’ for Statistical analysis. Qualitative research
is usually not anticipatory, Whatever the study ang Whatever the method of carrying the
research, the indications of form, Quantity, and S€Ope must be obtained from the question.
from the chosep method, from the selected topic and goals, and also, in an ongoing
process, from the data, Thys fesearch design is pogp, challenging and essential. Researh
design is createq by the fesearcher, is moldeg rather than dictated by the method, and

d the Participants. The overall design of the project must &¢
qQuestion. It is p
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pettiits y

i two questionst A What is the
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thod, the selected topic, and the rese

rescarch design should be treated A 2 problem 1o be

at the

0. The design starnt
Scope of this project? Scope

refers to (he domain of
iirv, the coverage and reach of the proje
nquitys

CL. Scope involves both (he subst

antive area of
nquiry (the limits of the research topic) ang the areas to be re
i .

searched (the setting[s] and
a required? The nature refe

wsible ways of constructing data within a settin g
poss :

e sample). B. What is the nature of the dat rs (o explore the

and to select methods that will combine

spsure that the data will be sufTiciently rich, complex, and contextual 1o address the
o il

question and support the required analysis.  Qualitative sampling is concerned with

information richness for which two key aspects are to be considered: appropriateness and
adequacy. It requires identification of appropriate participants, who can contribute rfch
information to the study. It also requires adequate sampling of information sources (i.e.
people, places, events, types of data) so as to address the research question and to d.evelop
a full description of the phenomenon being studied. Qualitative sampling is des<.:rlbed as
purposive when it aims to select appropriate information sources to explore meanings, 'and
theoretical when its aim is the selection of people, situations or processes‘on .theoret:.cal
grounds to explore emerging ideas and build theory. In either case, sampling is ongfoi:g
through the course of a study and intimately linked with tht.f emergent nature bz s O:
research process, previously noted. Qualitative sampling may mvolvi: small nu:lo urrs .
participants, while the amount of data gathered can be largt::, \Tlth! ;n.:nyimmiews’
participant interviews, or multiple data sources related to one setting 1r.1c.u lmg e
Participants is necessary to conduct sound qualitative r . 4 The rie
information needs to be gathered that fully describe th_e phenomzni::;:f:::g tools, have
oftechnology and digital photography and use of the internet an

i ially
itati thodologies especia
°f data from fil video and DVD. Newer, emergent, qualitative me
om film, ;
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, methods, can prove attractive and usefy] 1o FeSearch,
T,

94764

. rel
. d visual resca
in technology an , : ’s psychol
. i formation resources online can pr ovide today’s psychology resea; Cher y;
Accessing Inio

th
ining resources such as diarj
ich data and fruitful new areas to explore. Examining diaries or Persong
ric ata . .
itness accounts can also provide the researcher with data. Again, these become Casjey
eye-witne

if they have been uploaded as research resource online, although with any sugp
to access i

repository it is advisable to seek permission to use before beginning a research Projecy
since such data may raise copyright issues.
The types of Qualitative Research Design
e Comparative Design: If the question demands to determine what is specia] about 5
group or identify particular conditions or circumstances, then a two-group desi on i
needed. Ideally, the data from the two groups shall be kept separate, a5 well g
theoretical sampling driven by each group, and the data will be saturated Separately,
Later in the research process, it will compared and contrast to determine similaritisg
and differences between the two groups. Comparative qualitative research i
important, for example, in evaluation.

* Triangulated Design: It refers to the gaining of multiple perspectives through
completed studies that have been conducted on the same topic and that directly address
each other’s findings. The qualitative researcher may be aided by drawing from
different perspectives on the same question or topic. Triangulation requires careful
research designs to ensure the same question will be addressed, and answered, by each
of the proposed approaches.

Analysis of Qualitative Data offers the researcher an opportunity to develop &
idiographic understanding of participants’ experiences and what it means to them, within

their social reality, to be in a particular situation (Bryman, 1992). The analysis is don
using the methods
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wfully. The principles of goad practice in
A l .

e

the conduycy ol qualit
ythiness of the interpretation of
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nformation gathered
l"'I ments about its  quality, Qualitative research
< Aop :
KT

~chological rescarch, Qualitative psyehology rese

sycholog e .
ol p may not have been explored i much detail
W e ) ‘ .

v rstand experiences of the lived-world,

oty .

ative rescarch and the
are both essential 1o
methods  haye much 1o offer
arch helps uncoyer aspecls of fife
This in-depth appro

and - participants’
"‘““!‘ﬁon\. As with any research approach, there
RO 2

o strengths of the qualitative approach,
sain SRls
x&{ it allows the researcher to ¢

ach can help us
bchaviuurs, feelings and
are strengths and weaknesses, One of the
and thus its attractive
xplore the meanings people
These approaches can help pro.vide us with more
r;;m' people think about their world,

ness to psychologists, is
give 1o their experiences.
insightful information and quality data on

their lived-world experiences. It provides the
-her with an open-ended approach and one where the participant takes the lead in
2SOEI

collection. The usual use of a smaller sample size also enable
gata € :

s that this detailed,
i-hness of data, can be finely nuanced and in
[~ i

-depth. Furthermore, the researcher is able to
jliss complementary data sources. There are opportunities for the researcher to
uiise

; te multiple methods in order to obtain richer data. Still, the ﬁndings_ of res‘carlch
IBCOFPOE‘; eneralized to other contexts due to small size of data collected in particular
cannot be g

context.
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